[The main characteristics of outbreaks of hospital infections in the USSR in 1986-1988].
The analysis of 69 outbreaks of hospital infections in different regions of the USSR in 1986-1989 (the number of patients affected by these infections was 1,517) showed that most of these outbreaks (41) occurred at hospital wards for newborn infants. Acute enteric infections prevailed in the total structure of the outbreaks (73.7%). Purulent septic infections among newborns constituted a quarter of all outbreaks. Opportunistic microbes, and mainly Klebsiella, were the dominating element in the etiology of outbreaks in hospital wards for newborn infants. In pediatric wards in among adult hospital patients the etiology of outbreaks was completely, or almost completely, determined by pathogenic microorganisms, mainly salmonellae and shigellae. Outbreaks among hospital patients of three above-mentioned groups were characterized by differences in sources, routes and factors of the transmission of infection.